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I. Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC S 112 

The following is a quotation from the relevant paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

(2) The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly 
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant 
regards as his invention. 

1. Claims 1, 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 

failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards 

as the invention. 

1.1. Claims 1 recite the limitation "it" but it is unclear whether it refers to "the gripping means" 
or the "tongs". 

1.2. Claims 9, 19, and 20 all recite the limitation "the latter", but it is unclear whether "the 
latter" refers to the "at least one rod" or "container", as recited in claim 9. 

1 .3. Further clarification is necessary. 

II. Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC S 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than 
one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

1. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by DE GREEF (U.S. 

Patent Publication No. 2002/0041 801 ). 

1.1. With respect to claim 1, DE GREEF teaches a storage and retrieval unit capable of 
storing and removing store containers belonging to a rack, with an endless drive element 
which is led around two wheels arranged at a distance from each other and has an upper 
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run and a lower run and on which at least one gripping means for gripping a container or a 
pallet is arranged, characterized in that the gripping means is fomned in the manner of 
tongs and is guided so that that it carries out a lateral movement to grip the container. 
1 .2. With respect to claims 2-20, DE GREEF teaches the unit, as discussed above, and 
1.2(a) With respect to claim 2, the gripping means has two gripping arms 2. 
1.2(b) With respect to claim 3. the gripping arms are mounted such that they can be 

pivoted. See Figure 1 and paragraph 41, lines 7-8. 
1.2(c) With respect to claim 4, the gripping arms are mounted on a load-bearing rod. See 

Figure 4. 

1.2(d) With respect to claim 5, the movement is capable of being transmitted from one 

gripping arm to the other gripping arm by means of a tie rod. See Figures 6A,B. 
1.2(e) With respect to claim 6, the gripping means is actuated by a guide rail. See 

paragraph 45, lines 1-5. 
1.2(f) With respect to claim 7, two gripping means 2 are provided, which are each 

actuated by a guide rail. See paragraph 45, lines 1-5. 
1.2(g) With respect to claim 8, the gripping arms 2 in each case have a gripping finger at a 

free end. 

1.2(h) With respect to claims 9, 19, and 20, the gripping means 2 have at least one rod 
positioned such that it is capable of pushing the container as the container is 
deposited. 

1.2(i)With respect to claim 10, the rod is a tie rod, which transmits a movement. See 

paragraph 45, lines 1-5. 
1.2(j) With respect to claims 11 and 12, the movement is transmitted from one gripping 

arm to the other gripping arm by means of a tie rod. See paragraph 45, lines 1-5. 
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1.2(k) With respect to claims 13 and 14, the gripping means is actuated by a guide rail. 

See paragraph 45, lines 1-5. 
1.2(1) With respect to claims 15 and 16, two gripping means are provided, which are each 

actuated by a guide rail. See paragraph 45, lines 1-5. 
1.2(m) With respect to claims 17 and 18, the gripping arms 2 in each case have a gripping 

finger at a free end. 

III. Conclusion 

1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 

disclosure. 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Gina M. Lupino whose telephone number is (571) 272-6557. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9:00am - 5:00pm EST. 

3. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor. 
Gene O. Crawford can be reached on (571) 272-6911. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

4. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about 
the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to 
the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). ^ ^ 
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